28 February 2011
Dear Parents and Caregivers

Kia Ora, Talofa Lava, Namaste! 

Our deepest condolences go to the people of Christchurch and Lyttleton, especially to the families who have lost loved ones, in this tragic and possibly the worst disaster in New Zealand’s history. Our thoughts and prayers are with them as they come to grips with their loss. 

We will be holding a special Mufti Day next Thursday, 3 March, to raise money for the disaster relief fund and hope that staff, students and parents will support our efforts to do something tangible for the victims of this earthquake. Please see the separate attached letter.
What a busy start to the term this been! Our Year 7 students have settled down well and our teachers have met with most of you over the past week. There is a lot to learn about a new school and we spend the first few weeks ensuring that students are well aware of our expectations, just as we ensure that we are aware of yours through the Learning Conferences we have just concluded.
Thank you to all the parents who attended these conferences last week – 89% of you did. It gives students a clear advantage when their parents are on board and supporting the school in helping their child achieve to the best of their ability. I urge those who couldn’t make it last week to make an appointment later this term to do so. All students must have very specific goals of their own to work towards and this is our platform for doing so. Thanks for your input in this process.
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The first camp is in Week 9, four weeks from today. Camps are in Term 1 because Term 4 is a very short term and would not allow us time to finish assessments and reporting adequately and fit in camp. The middle two terms start to get too cold of course. We are aware that camps place a financial burden on parents and hence we have organized the fund-raiser to help students pay for their own camps. All money students raise will go towards their camp fee of $200. We hope that you will encourage your child to attend camp.
Yours sincerely

Pearl Murti

PRINCIPAL

CAMPS
There are 2 school camps:

CAMP 1 – for Areas 1 and 3 in Week 9


28 March – 31 March
CAMP 2 – for Areas 2 and 4 in Week 11


11 April – 14 April
We are now in Week 5, so not long to go before the first camp starts. The camp cost is $200 and it includes the $50 deposit.  Also, for every box of chocolates students sell, $24 will go towards their camp fee. You can also pay in small amounts if you wish but the full amount has to be paid before students can go.  Camps will be held at El Rancho, Waikanae.

FUNDRAISING

Thank you to Mr Nielsen, DP, and the Office staff for organizing the fundraising. Please ensure all money from the chocolate sale comes in at once. The longer students hold on to the cash, the harder it is for them to pay this money in. We have students from previous years who still owe money to the school! 
All money and unsold chocolates must be returned by Friday, 11 March 2011.
SCHOOL ATHLETICS
This important event will be held in Week 7. Students have been practising their running, throwing and jumping over the last 3 weeks. It is a good idea for students to do a longer run after school to build up stamina for the longer races.

Do attend and support your child on Wednesday 9 March, starting at 9am.

BOOK WEEK

We have just completed our Book Week. This year we had author Fleur Beale not only read her books with all the classes but she also held writing classes. Fleur complemented the students on their attitude to reading and writing and enjoyed working with them.
Book Week events included reading, making the longest bookworms for display, story writing, quizzes, book competitions and book reviews. Thanks to Ms Jordan for organizing this event.
TECHNOCRAFT
All students at the Intermediate cover 6 Technology and Arts curriculum each year:

Foods, Fabric, Woodwork, Computers, Visual Arts and Music, costing $85 per student. Please pay Term fee of $25 by March 1. Thank you.
POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING
We are launching this programme officially next term although staff and students have been working on this since last October.

The emphasis is on teaching students positive behaviour to move the focus back to learning.

Once again, we are spending time to teach students about respect, responsibility and rigour: what these look, sound and feel like. It would be great if these were reinforced at home too.
We have clarified for students the REWARDS that positive behaviour will bring through posters and it is expected that all students will strive for these awards.  Watch out for the special WIS Postcards for outstanding citizenship.
FEBRUARY ASSESSMENT DATA

Many students don’t have asTTle Reading and Writing levels when they arrive at the Intermediate and many do not come with Maths data. Hence we do test the whole school to get uniform information on where students are at.

This is what our data shows and what our expectations are for Literacy:

	
	
	February Actual
	November Goal

	Reading
	Year 7
	2A
	4B

	
	Year 8
	3B
	4P – 4A

	Writing
	Year 7
	2A
	3A

	
	Year 8
	3B
	4B


B = Basic; P = Proficient; A = Advanced

If you attended the Learning Conferences last week, you would have a fair idea of where your child is and where they should be by the end of this year.

Please help them to achieve their goals through Home Learning and ensure they complete set work and assignments. It is as much parents’ responsibility as ours to ensure children succeed.

WIS BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Chairperson: Mrs Ellison Martin

Finance: Mrs Donna Clark

Property: Mr Noel Harris

Secretary: Mrs Eileen Salmon/ Mrs Risdon

Member: Mrs Jillian Tata

Staff Representative: Mr Ian Smith

Principal: Mrs Pearl Murti

Please free to contact a board member if you have a concern.

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMMES 2011

1. Learning Plus Classroom:

This is well underway and the students who are working with Mrs Spotswood 3 mornings per week are enjoying a hands-on learning programme adapted for their needs. 

2. Reading Support Programme

There are almost 30 students who work with a specialist reading teacher-aide, Mrs Ball, to get extra support to learn reading and comprehension strategies to enable them to raise their reading levels.

3. Moderate Needs Programme

We have employed Mr Sopoaga, a former WIS teacher, to assist students who are 2-3 years behind in Reading. He has another 30 students on his roll. Other border-line students will get a chance to work with him later this year, if funding permits.

4. Extension in Science and Mathematics

Mr Nielsen has identified the students who need extending or acceleration in Science & Maths. Their programme starts from Week 5.

5. Extension in English

Similarly, Mrs Alailefaleula will be running the English extension programme from Week 5.
-----------------------------------------------------

STUDENT LEADERSHIP:

2011 STUDENT COUNCILLORS

These students have been elected to be their class representatives and their voice on the Student Council:
	Nadia MacDonald

Mattesin Vandewiel
	Reserve:

Ariana Demesi
	4

	Hayden Gratton

Jewell Vole
	Reserve:

Neaha Mishra
	5

	Ruland Fonoti

Darci Buck
	Reserve:

Fayth Hoeta-Paul
	6

	Liam Roberts

Shannon Rivers
	Reserve:

Anita Forbes
	7

	Paris Ryan

Hayden Sheard
	Reserve:

Liam Hunter
	8

	Olivia Inthavong

Shaheel Kumar
	Reserve:

Kyle Smith
	9

	Cassie Jupp
Lyneah Morgan
	Reserve:

Meghann McVey
	10

	Harrison Leach
Kristen Platt
	Reserve:

Kayleigh Merrett
	11

	Waiongana Weeks
Kaleb Rongokea
	Reserve:

Eddie Trask
	12

	Nimish Gounder
Krishna McQueen
	Reserve:

Sapina Vailima
	13

	Ivan McKenzie
Aso Muaiava
	Reserve:

Rebecca Williams
	14

	Venessa Leeuw
Austin Coles
	Reserve:

Ashley Ngaia
	15


2011 CLASS LIBRARIANS
These students have been nominated by their class teachers to manage their class library routines and assist with issuing etc:
	Danielle Franks

Chance Wikaire
	Prayze Roberts -MacDonald
Taonga Richards
	4

	Brodie Henare

Callum Berg
	Rianna Groenewegen

Junyi Wu
	5

	Liam Tierney
Fayth Hoeta Paul
	Conan Burt
Laura Hudson
	6

	Maddie Coote
Rachael Brown
	Caleb Yates
Scott Saengpanya
	7

	Jovan Myhill
Jacob McCarthy
	Andraya Valster
Dylan Iti
	8

	Arisha Singh
Alanah Mintey-Ashford
	Michaela Carter
Amy Vaculik-Hamilton
	9

	Brooke Tauaneai
James Bognuda
	Ivan Daymond
Daniel Adaway
	10

	Matthew Nicholls
Harrison Leach
	Raven Thompson
Saffron Laurence
	11

	Waiongana Weeks

Breeann Yee-Reweti
	Kaleb Rangokea

Sandi Buck
	12

	Sapina Vailima

Elise Barriball
	Annemaree Benson

Cruz Vole
	13

	Maddison Stephens

Rebecca Williams
	Aso Muaiava

Emily Tagaloa
	14

	Doreen Delves
Haylee Coleman
	Shea Woods
Shiann O’Loan
	15


STUDENT OF THE MONTH - DELAINEY BECK
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SPORT
BMX

On Thursday , 17 February, the following students  entered  and came 2nd  at the inter-school BMX competition in the intermediate section.

The students who competed were:  Delainey Beck, Georgia De Kort, Jesse Love, Aaron Burnskey, Krishna McQueen, Daniel Warrender and Oscar Subagya. 
Thank you to Annette Smith and Paul De Kort for assisting our team.
Netball Trials  - Boys and Girls

Week 6 – 8

Wednesdays
Year 7      
Thursdays
Year 8
---------------------------------------------------------------------
RETURN SLIP

Students are asked to bring this slip back to show their parents and caregivers they have received and read this newsletter. They will go in a lunch voucher draw by returning this:

I have read this newsletter.

Signed: _____________________________

Name of student: _____________________            Rm. _________
Winners of the 31 January  draw were: 
Devan Christiansen, Alofa Aberdein-Tapuai, Kaitlyn Hamer
�








School BMX Team2011














BMX 12 Year Old Champ Kapiti, Hutt Valley and Wellington


13-14 Year old Champ Wainuiomata


Competing at Oceania Champs March and Nationals in April











