31 January 2011
Dear Parents and Caregivers,                                                               

Hello and welcome to the new school year! A very special welcome to all students, parents and staff. I trust you have all had a fantastic break and your child is ready to start school. We are particularly pleased to welcome all new students and their families to our school!
You are reading our first official school newsletter, “WIS NEWS”. We send this home at the end of each month and it is our main method for communicating with parents. Newsletters are also on our website: www.wis.school.nz, in case your child doesn’t deliver your newsletter home. Please read these carefully and be informed about what is happening here at school. There is a Return Form at the end of the newsletter which when signed and returned, puts students in the draw for stationery or canteen items.
Our teachers have had a busy week already with 3 days of professional development, planning meetings and setting up classrooms and programmes for the year to meet the needs of students. They would love to meet with you, discuss these programmes, the upcoming school camp and home-school expectations.
This will happen on the ‘Parent Information Evening’ on Tuesday 8 February, 6.00 to 8pm. This meeting is a week earlier than usual because we have camps this term and a limited amount of time to fundraise and prepare for it. It is vital that all parents attend this meeting and I look forward to seeing you here!

Our 2011 Foci are:

· Continued focus on improving Reading, Writing and Mathematics
· Key Competencies – Thinking, Managing Self, Participating and Contributing, Relating to Others, and Using Languages, Signs & Symbols.
· The achievement of all students but in particular of Maori and Pasifika students.
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Please keep in close contact with your child’s teacher and the school and I wish your child a happy and successful two years at the Intermediate.

Yours sincerely


Pearl Murti

PRINCIPAL

Parent Information Evening

This first official school event will be held on Tuesday 8 February, from 6.00 to 8.00 pm, in the school hall. 
All parents and whanau are invited to attend this important information- sharing meeting, which will be followed by Area Meetings where you’ll meet your child’s teacher. 
More details will be sent home later this week.
School Times
Starts time: 8.50am. Finish Time: 2.45pm. 
Please ensure your child is in school by 8.45am.
Term 1 – 31 January to 15 April (11 weeks)
Term 2 – 2 May to 15 July (11 Weeks)
Term 3 – 1 August to 7 October (10 Weeks)
Term 4 – 25 Oct to 16 Dec (8 weeks)
2011 Areas/Syndicates

	Area 1
	Mrs Ratahi (Senior Teacher)
Mr Wallace

Ms Rameka/Mrs Ta’ala

	Room 4
Room 5
Room 6


	Area 2
	Miss Wells 
Mr Matheson

Mrs Narayan (Senior Teacher)

	Room 7
Room 8

Room 9


	Area 3
	Ms Gray (Senior Teacher)
Ms Jordan

Mr Hunt


	Room 10

Room 11
Room 12

	Area 4
	Mrs Clegg

Mr Kauone

Ms Wishnowsky (Sen Teacher) 
	Room 13
Room 14

Room 15




A full list of staff is attached.

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Meeting Special Learning Needs
Extension:

Students who show academic ability and aptitude will be offered extension in English, Mathematics and Science again this year. Teachers and parents can nominate students for this. Tuition for ICAS (International Competition for Assessment in Schools) in English, Maths, Computers and Science will also be offered. The programme will start by Week 3.

Learning Support Programmes:
We will continue to provide additional reading support for students reading below their chronological age through a specialist reading teacher aide. This will start from Week 2.
Learning Plus Room

This is an exciting new addition to our school programme and is designed to specifically meet the needs of students who require especially adapted, more hands-on learning programmes.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Goal Setting & Reporting to Parents

Term 1
Week 2: Goal Setting Form sent home 

Week 2: Expectations & School Goals clarified
Week 3: All goal forms returned to class teachers
Week 4: Learning Conference 1- Goals & needs
(Student/Parent/ Teacher)

Term 2
Week 9: Mid-Year Reports sent home
Week 10: Learning Conference 2 – review goals and achievement. Set new goals (Student/Parent/ Teacher).
____________________________________________

Home-School Partnership

Are we meeting your child’s needs? How would you know? Come to school and find out. Join the HSP team and learn how best to support your child with their learning at home. Teach others as you learn yourself. 

We would love more parents to be involved this year!
Contact us immediately:

· if your child is experiencing difficulties at school

· If you change your address or contact number.
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
IMPORTANT TERM 1 DATES

31 January
School starts
 7 February 
Goal Setting Week starts
8 February 
Parent Information Evening
14 February
Financial Literacy with ASB
21 February
Learning Conferences #1 start
23 February 
School Photos

2 March 

School Athletics Day

18 March
TEACHER ONLY DAY: SYMPOSIUM 
28 March
Camp #1 starts (Areas 1 & 3)
29 March 
Inter-Intermediate Athletics
4 April 

Merit Award Assembly
11 April 

Camp #2 starts

15 April

Last day of Term 1

2 May

TERM 2 starts
IMPORTANT INFORMATION/REMINDERS
This information is also in the School Prospectus: 
· School Bus

There are 2 school buses for our students: one to the village and Coast Road, and the second goes via Parkway Extension to Arakura. The cost is $12 for a 10-trip pass or $1.50 single. A term pass can be purchased at the school office at a cost of $80.00.
Enquiries: Richard Potts, Classic Coaches, Ph. 564 5015.
· School Uniform

All students must be in full school uniform, including correct shoes and socks. All items of uniform and stationery should be named immediately.  Jewellery, other than that specified in the Prospectus, body piercing and non-regulation clothing are not permitted. Students must arrive to and leave school in full school uniform, not their PE gear or mufti. No nail polish or make-up is permitted.
· Stationery
Please ensure your child has all the items they need for a successful start to the year. All items must have your child’s name and Room number on them. They should have all their books by the end of Week 1.
· School Fees

Technocraft fees must be paid at the beginning  of each term. The fee is $85 for the year. Students will not be able to do practical work, which includes the take-home component, until fees are paid up. They will however be able to do all theory work.
· School Rules

These are for the safety of all students. Teachers will discuss these with students over the next few weeks. School rules are non-negotiable and non-compliance will result in consequences as laid out in school policy. 
· Cell Phones in School

All cellular phones are to be switched off and handed to the class teacher on arrival and collected from the teacher at 2.45pm each day. Failure to follow this rule will result in cell phones being confiscated.
· Resolving Issues

If you have an issue or concern, please follow the school guidelines as set out in the attached poster. It avoids matters escalating. Get to know your child’s teacher and work closely with them.
· Lunch 

Students ordering lunch must do so through their class teacher before 8.50am. Students are not permitted to go to the shops to buy lunch. Lunch passes for students who live nearby are issued by Mr Nielsen and a form has to be obtained through him. 
Note – School Canteen will be open on Wednesdays and Fridays only, starting Week 2.
· Absences

Telephone the school office before 9am to let the school know if your child will be away for the day. All absences must be reported or there will be a follow-up call to your home or work to check up on absentees. A message may be left on the school answer machine. A follow-up note to the class teacher is a good idea.
· Medication

If your child is on regular medication, please ensure he/she arrives to school medicated. This is the responsibility of parents and the child, not that of the office staff or teachers. We prefer not to keep medication such as Ritalin on site because it is a target for burglars. Please see the DP or Principal to make arrangements for midday dosages.
· Bikes at School

Students must wear a helmet if cycling to and from school. Bikes need to be in good order and securely chained while at school. Bikes are to be walked from the school gate to the bike park area. This area is out of bounds during school times. Road safety rules must be adhered to.
PLEASE PICK UP AND DROP OFF YOUR CHILD FROM THE ROAD, NOT THE CAR PARK. Thanks

________________________________________

RETURN SLIP: Please fill & return to your child’s teacher by Week 2:

Student: ______________________ Rm. ___                         

Checklist for Parents/caregivers
□ Does your child know the school rules?

□ Does your child have the correct uniform?

□ Does your child have the correct shoes?

□ Is your child’s school fee paid?

□ Does your child have all their stationery?

□ Is there a set time and place at home for homework?

□ Are there basic resources to help your child with homework and assignments?

□ Does your child know who to go to if they have a concern at school?

□ Does your child have a learning or behavioural problem that the teacher needs to know about?

------------------------------------------------------------------------
Students are asked to bring this slip back to show their parents and caregivers they have received and read this newsletter. They will go in a lunch or stationery voucher draw by returning this:
I have read this newsletter.
Signed: _____________________________
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2010 Art Award Winner Abbie Gordon











