31 March 2011

Dear Parents and Caregivers

Term 1 is almost over and, as usual, it has been an extremely busy term. Assessments, reporting to parents and camps have dominated Term 1.

Camps, like school productions, have always been the highlight of Intermediate school life, and both are long remembered by teachers and students alike for years to come. The positive outcomes from school camps far outweigh the headache of planning and preparation for staff. 

However, this year, it became increasingly clear to us that camps were becoming a luxury for many cash-strapped parents and we struggled to get the funding support from our normal fund-raising. 

Are school camps still a viable option for schools? Or should we replace camps with a week-long EOTC (Education Outside the Classroom) Week when students go out and do different exciting activities in and around Wellington at a fraction of the cost of camps in the last term of the year?

Teachers have long advocated this as an easier to manage and fund option and we would like to know what parents and caregivers think. Give us your views on the RETURN SLIP at the end of the newsletter.

On another note, we celebrated our school’s excellent Reading results from 2010 at the Wainuiomata Schools Symposium on 18 March, our Teacher-Only Day. 
The comparative Reading averages for 2010 were:
Year 6:

 Level 3B/3P (Basic/Proficient)
-  Wainuiomata Primary, Fernlea, Arakura and Konini

Year 7:
 
 Level 4B (Basic)           

-  Wainuiomata Intermediate 

Year 8:                 Level 4P (Proficient)   

-  Wainuiomata Intermediate 

Year 9:  

 Level 3A (Advanced)  

 -  Wainuiomata High School

Year 10:
 Level 4B (Basic)           

 -  Wainuiomata High School

Clearly the Intermediate is achieving better results than the High School in Reading and we’ll continue to do so through our rigorous programmes! Well done to our staff and students for their efforts and parents/caregivers for your support!

I am on sick leave from 24 March till the end of 
Term 1. Please see Mr Nielsen if you have a 
concern. Thanks.
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Pearl Murti

PRINCIPAL                                     

Area 1 and Area 3 Camp

123 students, 4 teachers, 3 teacher-aides and 6 parent helpers attended the first camp 28-31 
March at Waikanae. A week before the camp only 67 students had paid and we almost cancelled the camp!

However, the numbers improved in the final week and camp went ahead. Mrs Ratahi reports the weather was great and all planned activities went ahead, much to the enjoyment of the students.
Let’s hope we don’t have problems with numbers with our second camp in 2 weeks (11 – 14 April)! Please make sure your child’s camp is paid up early and all chocolate money returned to school.

We wish Areas 2 & 4 and enjoyable time at camp as well.
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Image Removed
Chocolate Fund-Raiser

Our chocolate fundraiser to assist students going to Camp ended 11 March and there is still a disappointing amount of $2168.00 still outstanding.  Payment as soon as possible would be appreciated.
Technocraft Fees

Please make sure all Term 1 fees of $25 are paid by April 1. Term 2 fees of $20 are due by 23 May 2011.
Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L)

We stress the importance of positive behaviour to students as a vital contributor to their learning. We all know that students who don’t distract others and are not easily distracted themselves, maximise their learning time in the classroom and achieve excellence through concentrated effort.

Our school is part of the PB4L programme and we will be officially launching this programme in our school on May 6, which is the Friday of the first week back in Term 2.

We will spend the day developing our school values of Respect, Responsibility and Rigour; paint out graffiti; plant trees and play some games to celebrate the launch. There’ll be a shared BBQ and parents are invited to join in and help us celebrate.

You can assist with the painting or planting and/or BBQ!  Another letter will come home closer to the time. 

Home School Partnership 
A meeting for Lead Parents will be on Tuesday, 5 April at 1pm at the Intermediate. Being a Lead Parent means working with staff to support parents at the Home School Partnership workshops which will begin next term. Please contact Mrs Alailefaleula if you are able to be a Lead Parent. 
Inter-Intermediate Schools Athletics
Our school didn’t participate in this event as half our school were at camp. However, one student, Joel Carman, took part. He came 1st in the 800 metres and 2nd in the 1500 metre race.  Well done, Joel!
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Full School Athletics Results – See page insert
Board of Trustees Vacancy
One of our long serving BOT parent members 
has retired and we are looking for a 
replacement for him.  Noel Harris has had 
3 children through the Intermediate and continued serving on the Board even though his youngest is now Year 11 at WHS.

Our Board is a progressive one with a strong 
focus on improving outcomes for all students and providing an excellent learning/teaching environment for our students and staff.

If you are interested in serving on the Board as a co-opted member, please send an email or letter with some information about yourself 
and your strengths to:

 The Chairperson, Board of Trustees, Wainuiomata Intermediate School or email to office@wis.school.nz
Matariki Outreach
In week 2 of Term 2, Te Papa will be bringing its Stardome to our school.  They will be talking about space with our students with a focus on Matariki.  The cost to our students will be $2.00 (usual cost is $6.50).  There will be a notice coming out early next term.

REMINDER – Daylight savings ends this weekend.  Set your clocks back one hour before going to bed Sunday.
--------------------------------------------------------------------
COMMUNITY NOTICES
· LEARN TO PLAY TENNIS

Holiday Programme For Primary School Children

Supported by HVTA

Dates:   Monday 18, Tuesday 19 and Wednesday 20 April, 2011.  (wet or fine )

Venue:  Mitchell Park   (Mitchell Street, Lower Hutt)

Cost:  $30-00 for the 3 days.   Money to be paid on the first day.

Registration:  Contact Gary Nelson –Ph. 5897178 or Email -  a.nelson@xtra.co.nz  By—Monday 11 April, 2011. 

· Have you ever wondered how 3D movies like Toy Story and computer games are made? Learn the latest in 3D Animation and Games Design on a Bubble Dome School Holiday workshop these holidays. For students aged 6 to 18 years. Tel: 0800 GET BUBBLE (438-282) Text: 0270 273 7407 or Email: info@bubbledome.co.nz or Book online at: www.bubbledome.co.nz
_____________________________________________
RETURN SLIP

QUICK CAMP SURVEY (Tick one)
1. I would prefer WIS to continue one-week long camps at $200-$250 per student once every 2 years.
2. I would prefer 1 week of EOTC activities costing around $50 per student yearly.

3. I am fine with either option.

Signed: _______________________________
Name of student: ______________________ 
Room: ________
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
RETURN SLIP

NEWSLETTER

Students are asked to bring this slip back to show their parents and caregivers they have received and read this newsletter. They will go in a lunch voucher draw by returning this:

I have read this newsletter.

Signed: _____________________________

Name of student: _____________________            Rm. _________

Winners of the 28 February  draw were:  
Amy Reid, Sade Russell, Arisha Singh
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