31 May 2011

Dear Parents and Caregivers

Kia Ora, Talofa Lava, Bula, Namaste!

Well, we’re almost half way through the year already and soon it will be time to meet with you again to discuss your child’s progress and achievement and their Mid-Year Report. We have just completed our mid-year testing in Reading, Writing and Spelling.
This term, as I mentioned in the last newsletter, our school is being reviewed by the Education Review Office from 27-29 June. The focus for the review is student achievement and meeting the learning needs of Maori and Pasifika students.

As you are well aware, we have continued to raise our achievement levels over the last 5 years and are working hard to do the same this year. Our achievement goals for this year are as follows:

Reading:  

Year 7 Level 4B and above             Year 8 Level 4P and above

 Writing:   

Year 7 Level 3A and above             Year 8 Level 4B and above

Mathematics:                  50% at Stage 7 in Numeracy          Stanine 5 or above in PAT
Your child’s Mid-Year Report will indicate his/her overall achievement based on tests as well as teacher judgements about classwork. Actual test results will be put in reports as well. In Week 10,we will have Learning Conference 2 and you will be able to discuss the report with your child and their teacher. We will then together address any concerns. Reports will be sent home in Week 9.
Thank you to all the parents who filled and sent in their Health Consultation forms. The information is useful for us in making adjustments to our Health Curriculum. We have noted some parents’ concerns about teaching Changes at Puberty at school but this is a compulsory topic for schools. A report on your feedback is attached.
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Thank you everyone for your on-going support and we look forward to seeing all of you this term during Learning Conference 2.

Yours sincerely



HEALTH CURRICULUM CONSULTATION

We sent home 356 questionnaires on our Health curriculum and got 116 back, just 33%. Thank you to the parents who sent in their responses. Here is a brief summary of topics taught and the percentage of parents who thought the topic was important or very important:

School Values and Goals: 
87%
Key Competencies:

89%
The Human Body: 

70%

Positive Relationships: 

79%

Changes at Puberty: 

76%

Rights & responsibilities: 
79%

Hygiene: 


75%

DARE/ Safe practices: 

83%
Self-Safety: 


85%

Bullying & Support: 

88%
A summary of comments is attached separately.

HOME SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP (HSP)

Our first Home School Partnership workshop was held on Wednesday, 11 May and the next workshop will be on Thursday 16 June.  Responses and ideas raised in the workshops and about classroom visits are included to share with you.
IMMUNISATION REGISTER

It is a requirement of the Ministry of Education that schools keep an immunisation register.  Can you please bring in your child’s immunisation certificate to school so this can be photocopied and placed on file.  This would have been given to you after your child had their 4 year old immunisations.  The immunisations your child has had can also be found in the back of your child’s Tamariki Ora Well Child book.  

BEING CYBER SMART
The internet and cell phones are an integral part of our students’ lives these days. Many young people experience the internet and mobile phones as a positive, productive and creative part of their lives. But unfortunately, such technologies are also used negatively and parents and schools need to take a more pro-active stance in dealing with things like cyber bullying. 

Please read the attached guide to online safety and mobile phone safety & discuss it with your child. We will do the same here at school. 

Thank you for your support! Together we can make our students cyber-smart.

CAN MUFTI DAY
Thank you to students and parents who supported our recent  mufti day.  Cans have been added to our civil defence supplies.  The Foodbank were contacted and they collected our old supplies.
PARKING

A member of the public has reported to the school parents/caregivers are parking on the yellow lines on Karamu Crescent and restricting vision.  Please be considerate and remember safety is paramount for children in the vicinity of the school.
Also please do not park/drop off students in the staff carpark before and after school.

Thank you.

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE

The Public Health Nurse will be visiting the school every second Tuesday from 7 June between 

10–11am to see any children with health related issues.
SCIENCE BADGES
Are you interested in Science?

The Intermediate is now providing the opportunity for all students to study a science topic of their choice in greater depth.

In a two year cycle students are encouraged to complete one badge per term allowing a total of 8 badges to be gained.

Badges will be awarded in the Merit Assembly at the end of each term for those who have achieved it.

The science badges available are Astronomy, Energy, Investigation, Home Chemistry, Zoology, Psychology, Technology, and Optics.   For more information please look at www.sciencebadges.co.nz 

The current cost for each badge is $5. If your child is interested they need to see Ms Wishnowsky or Ms Jordan by Friday 3rd June.

UNIFORM

As the winter approaches please ensure your child has appropriate school uniforms that will keep them warm and in proper footwear.  Canvas shoes are not suitable footwear and unsafe in the Workshop. They are not a part of school uniform!
SPORTS
RUGBY

Unfortunately for the 3rd year running the Sevens tournament was postponed and then cancelled last week due to bad weather. We are looking to organize an informal match with another Intermediate soon.
XCROSS COUNTRY

Our team will be participating in the Inter-School 

Cross Country competition at Trentham Memorial Park on Wednesday 1 June.

GIRLS AND BOYS HOCKEY
The girls tournament is on 8 June and the boys tournament the week later on 15 June.

Good luck to all our teams.
ICAS – Computers

38 students sat the ICAS Computers test last Wednesday, 25 May.  The next test will be Science on Wednesday 8 June 2011.
ASB
Enclosed with this newsletter is a leaflet from ASB regarding school banking.  If you would like to register your child please complete the School Banking Registration and Application Form and return to the school office.  Our school banking day will be Thursdays.  A collection box will be placed in the school foyer for students to deposit their envelopes.  Deposit Envelopes will be collected by ASB representatives.  Office staff will not be checking or changing money for banking.
CHOCOLATE FUNDRAISING

Unfortunately there is a disappointing amount of $1568.00 still outstanding!!  It would be appreciated if this amount is paid ASAP. The school has had to pay for the chocolates and we need to re-coup this money. 
WINNERS OF POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR REWARDS

These students’ names  were drawn as winners in our PB4L programme this month:

· Mackayla Adam Hay, Room 5

· Sarodia Campbell,  Room 9

· Liam McDonald, Room 15

· Michael Gee,  Room 9

Well done to all students who won Gold Slip Awards this month!

APPLES

Thank you to the Riddiford Lions who delivered apples to the school for all students on 16 May.

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
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Victoria Marner

A member of Pacific Taekwondo who 

attained her Black Belt in March

REMINDERS
· Tech Fees for Term 2 are now due.  All students should have paid at least $45.00 for Terms 1 
and 2 by now.

· Please advise the school of any change of address, phone numbers, medical conditions etc.
· Please contact the school if your child is going to be late or absent from school.  If your call is unable to be attended please leave a message on the answer phone stating your child’s name, room number and reason for absence.
· Please make sure all uniform is named.  We endeavour to return named uniform to their rightful owner.
· Parents/Caregivers please do not use the Staff Car Park to drop off and pick up students, before and after school.

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
RETURN SLIP

NEWSLETTER

Students are asked to bring this slip back to show their parents and caregivers they have received and read this newsletter. They will go in a lunch voucher draw by returning this:

I have read this newsletter.

Signed: _____________________________

Name of student: _____________________            Rm. _________

Winners of the 31 March  draw were:  

Sapina Vailima, Summer Watson, Anita Forbes
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Rm 7 Topic Studies - Technology





Rm 9 Topic Studies - Technology








