30 November 2010

Dear Parents and Caregivers

This is our last official newsletter for the year and it is one that I like to celebrate our successes, of which we have had many.

The most important of these is of course meeting our school student achievement goals in Reading and Writing. The information below shows achievement level averages for 2010:
(B = Basic; P = Proficient; A = Advanced)
	
	SCHOOL GOAL
	FEBRUARY AVERAGE
	NOVEMBER AVERAGE

	READING
	4B or above
	3P
	4B

	WRITING
	3P or above
	2A
	3P


This is how individual classes did against the school goals in November:

	Rooms
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15

	Reading
	4B
	4B
	4B
	4B
	3A
	4B
	4A
	4P
	4B
	4B
	4B
	4B
	4B

	Writing
	3A
	3P
	3A
	2A
	3A
	3P
	4B
	3A
	3P
	3A
	3P
	4B
	3P


To see the actual progress for each class, you need to see what the class averages were in February. Hopefully when you receive your child’s individual reports in a couple of weeks, you will know how they stack up against their class and the whole school.

Please note that this data is asTTle test results only. It does not include overall teacher judgements about students’ ability, attitude to learning, work ethics and output in Literacy, which is reported on in the school report.
Congratulations to all the students who have reached or exceeded their personal achievement goals for this year. 

A very big thank you to staff and to parents for supporting our students with their learning this year. We are looking to achieving even better results next year!
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Yours sincerely

Pearl Murti

PRINCIPAL

Whanau Meeting & Cultural Show

On 17 November we held our annual
hui with Maori and Pasifika parents. Sadly, only a handful of parents turned up at the meeting! We discussed the launch of the new initiatives for Maori students next year and Home-School Partnership, which we want to strengthen next year.
The concert was much better attended. 

Thank you to the students and staff who worked tirelessly throughout the year to offer opportunities to students to be involved in Kapa Haka, Poly Club, Choir and Band. It was a very successful night, enjoyed by all who attended.

Year 8 Awards 

This ceremony will be held on Wednesday 8 December in the school hall from 1pm. Visitors and parents are asked to be seated by 12.50pm. 

Year 7s will have an early finish on the day as we cannot accommodate the whole school and guests in the hall. 

The ceremony is held to acknowledge all those students who have won the major trophies and the Year 8 school-leavers. Please do attend if you have a Year 8 child.

EOTC

Education outside the Classroom or EOTC is a fun time for students and a reward for students who have consistently met school expectations. 

The criteria for being invited to this and other fun activities, such as the Formal, is regularly discussed with students and they are given many chances to correct behaviour and complete work to qualify for an invitation. Thank you to the parents who have volunteered to supervise or transport students.

Year 8 Formal Dance – Wednesday 15 December
This supper and dance event is an important event in our school calendar. Students are taught formal dancing to prepare them for this event and it is a fun evening for Year 8s before they leave for high school. Again, attendance is by invitation and students are well aware of the expectations the school has for them to earn an invite. Please refer to the official Formal letters that were sent home earlier.

Reports

The end of year reports will be sent home on Thursday 16 December. We have kept to the Mid Year format but incorporated some of the changes suggested by you in the survey completed at mid year. This should be a full and comprehensive report of the whole year’s achievements for your child. 
2011 Camps

All current Year 7 students and incoming Year 6s should know that next year is camp year. We expect the fee to be around $200 per student and we will have a chocolate fundraiser to enable students to earn this sum. All the money raised will go towards students’ individual camp accounts. Camps are in Term 1.

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
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Charlotte Keilty, Room 15

Junior Dragster
Touch Tournament
On Wednesday 3 November our school hosted and participated in the annual Intermediate Schools Touch Tournament.   It took a while for the team to get into their stride but eventually it happened and we came away with 2 wins and 2 losses. The eventual tournament winners were Raroa Intermediate. Overall, it was a great day.
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2010 TOUCH Team
Back Row: Nick-Aedyn Rahiri, Jade Bartels  McGregor, Selefuti Anesone, Jade Humphrey, Tyrone Tihore, Keegan O’Kane Jones

Middle Row: Atiria Semmens, Stephanie Hoare, Eruera Tu, Ashleigh Bryan, Florence Te Mataki
Front Row: Kaleb Rongokea, Ethan Hakaraia

Speedstacking World Record 2010

On Thursday 18 November our school participated in the World Record attempt for the most people stacking in multiple locations around the world on the same day. This year 316,757 people stacked,   breaking the previous world record which was 276,053 people. We are now a world record breaking school!
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Speedstacking Tour 2010

We also took the sport of Speedstacking on the road as a fundraiser for our schools current ‘Black Stack’ Hayden Thiele. Within the space of 2 weeks we visited 8 schools throughout the Wellington region sharing the sport and spreading the craze. Big thanks to all the touring students, they were a very professional crew and we received rave reviews. Great work team! A special good luck to Hayden for the Speedstacking World Champs in London 2011.
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‘Black Stack’ Hayden Thiele

Tech Fees

All Tech Fees should have been paid by now.  Please note Tech Fees in 2011 will increase to $85 for the full year.  Fees can be paid by term - $25 for Term 1 and $20 for Terms 2, 3 and 4.
Uniform Sales 2011
The school office will be open on the following dates for purchase of school uniforms:
	Wednesday 26 January          Thursday 27 January               Friday 28 January
	10am – 2.00pm

10am – 2.00pm

10am – 2.00pm




UNIFORM PRICE LIST – As at 1.10.2010
(prices are subject to change)

	PE T-SHIRT
	$
35.00

	PE SHORTS
	35.00

	SHORTS
	35.00

	BLACK TROUSERS (Orders Only)
	40.00

	TRACKPANTS (Limited Stock)
	35.00

	WHITE POLO SHIRT (Short Sleeve)
	28.00

	GREEN POLO SHIRT (Short Sleeve)
	28.00

	POLAR FLEECE VEST  (Limited Stock)  (optional)
	30.00

	POLAR FLEECE JACKET (optional)
	65.00

	TUNIC SWEATSHIRT (optional)
	40.00


2011 Enrolments
By this stage we should have received all 2011 Enrolment Forms.  If you haven’t or know of someone who has not sent their enrolment form to us,  we would appreciate receiving them as soon as possible.
Last Day

The last day of the school year will be 17 December 2010. We will finish at 12 noon.  School will restart on 31 January 2011.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

RETURN SLIP

Students are asked to bring this slip back to show their parents and caregivers they have received and read this newsletter. 

I have read the November newsletter.
Signed: _____________________________

Name of student: _____________________        

Rm ______         

Elise Barriball deep in concentration watched by Jessaka Seddon and Krishna McQueen
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