31 October 2010

Dear Parents and Caregivers

Kia Ora, Talofa Lava, Bula Vinaka, Namaste!  The end of year is fast approaching and we have a lot to do still. New enrolments are coming in steadily and we are planning the 2011 school year with the very diverse needs of our current and new students in mind.
The focus on national standards in Literacy and Numeracy makes it even more vital that we put programmes in place that will help the struggling learners as well as accelerate the learning for able students. With this in mind, we are planning a ‘Learning Plus’ programme for the former group while still providing the extension classes in English, Mathematics and Science for the latter group.
We have also been thinking about starting a mixed-ability boys-only class, given the current research around the under-achievement of boys.  What are your thoughts on this? Send us an email if you’d be interested in your child being in such a class: office@wis.school.nz
Soon we’ll be re-assessing our students to see how they’ve progressed towards their goals. It is our hope that all of them will have met or exceeded their goals. You will receive a comprehensive end of year report in December.
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On another note, four of our students did our school proud at the Wellington Region Primary Principals Association Conference held at Te Papa last week. The four, pictured below, did a Speed Stacking demonstration for the school leaders, who were most impressed with their skill and speed. Several schools have since asked our students to visit and do a demonstration for a koha, which will go towards the fundraising we are doing for Hayden Thiele. Hayden is representing NZ at the World Speed Stacking Competition in London next year. Well done to the team!
Yours sincerely
Pearl Murti

Principal

HOME-SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP
Our teachers work hard to prepare for and promote a home-school partnership programme. The purpose is to share with parents and caregivers ways to help their child with reading, writing, spelling and maths.

We have a core group of parents who lead this with the teachers and a core group of parents who are at all meetings. We would like to share the information with all parents and invite all of you to attend so you can support your child with their learning. So please, do give it a go! Information from the meetings this week is attached.

YOUNG GARDENERS
This group of students worked with Mrs Murti to plant 50 pohutukawa seedlings on Friday 15 October as part of our environment enhancement project.

When the seedlings have grown bigger, we will plant them along the fence between us and WHS.  A very big thank you to the students for their interest and involvement.
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Students involved were: Latia O’Kane Hughes, Cayden Burke, Oscar Subagya, Eddie Trask, Jason Bartlett, Haylee Coleman, Stevie Brown, Abbie Gordon, Amber Thompson-Delaney, Tyla Redden, Louise Ludlow, Ashley Ngaia, Venessa Leeuw, Alisha Coombe, Jovan Myhill, Kim Smith, Graham Bartley, Paikea Mahuika, Stephanie Wong.

SPORTS

Softball Tournament

This was held at Fraser Park on Wednesday 27 October. We entered a mixed team as there weren’t enough girls to make a girls’ team. 

Our team played Hutt, Naenae and Fergusson Intermediates and won all 3 games convincingly. They lost the finals to Maidstone Intermediate.
Thank you to Mrs Ratahi, team coach, and parent supporters. Special congratulations to the team!
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Back Row: Angelique TeRauna, Ashleigh Bryant, Peter Umaga, Jayden Toelupe, Jordan Paul, Selefuti Anesone
Front Row: Hayden Sheard, Ryan Millar, Aaron Beyer, Trey Roberts-MacDonald, Jacob Nevalagi, Michael Lugg

Tennis Team
Our tennis team recently competed in the Hutt Valley Tennis tournament held at Mitchell Park, Lower Hutt.
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Back Row: Ryan Millar, Jacob Quinn, Luke Carmen, Connor Grindlay, Michael Lugg
Front Row: Kiriana Wairau-Hunter, Hayley Gee

Netball Teams

As mentioned in an earlier newsletter we had three teams competing in the Saturday competition at Taita courts.  The teams were:
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Team 1
Back Row: Brooke Tauaneai, Ariana Demesi, Sapina Vailima, Tino Pilitati (Coach)
Front row: Atiria Semmens, Stephanie Hoare, Gemma Sinclair
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Team 2

Back Row: Tayla Leach, Sarai Malae, Rebecca Bewley,Destiny Cummings, Venessa Leeuw, Siobhan Leach
Front Row: Whetu Nuku, Abigail Marks, Melanie Harrison

Absent: Kali Paul
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Team 3

Back Row: Angelina Henio, Kaisarina Donaghie, Stefanee Murray, Alanah Minty-Ashford
Middle Row: Emily Tagaloa, Rebecca Williams, Cassie Jupp

Front Row: Maddison Stephens, Fayth Hoeta Paul
Coming Up – Touch Tournament Wednesday 
3 November, which our school organizes and runs at  McEwen Park.  Your support for our team will be appreciated.
CULTURAL FESTIVAL & HUI

A Hui of Maori Parents and Pasifika parents will be held in the staffroom at 5pm, followed by a concert by the Kapa Haka and Pasifika Cultural groups on Wednesday 17 November. There will be a gold coin entry for guests to the concert.
POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING

(PB4L)

We are introducing this programme to students next year. Staff have been working towards it this term and it becomes school-wide practice next year. Our 3 school goals, Respect, Responsibility and Rigour will remain but teaching positive behaviour to students will become an important part of school lessons.
PRICE INCREASE 2011

There will be an increase on school fees to $85.00 per year.  Please plan for the increase.

Uniform Sales

The school office will be open on the following dates for purchase of school uniforms:

	Thursday 25 November          

                                    2011

Wednesday 26 January          Thursday 27 January               Friday 28 January                     
	5.30pm – 7.00pm

10am – 2.00pm

10am – 2.00pm

10am – 2.00pm




Reminders
· Technocraft Fees are now due.  All students should now have paid the full technocraft fee of $80.00.
· Parents/Caregivers please do not use the Staff Car Park to drop off and pick up students, before and after school.
· Please advise the school of any change of address, phone numbers, medical conditions etc.
· Please contact the school if your child is going to be late or absent from school.  If your call is unable to be attended please leave a message on the answer phone stating your child’s name, room number and reason for absence.
· Please make sure all uniform is named.  We endeavour to return named uniform to their rightful owner.
COMMUNITY NOTICES:
· Dore Programme - FREE Information Evening 

7.30pm on Wednesday 17th November, Capital Gateway Motor Inn, 1 Newlands Rd, Newlands

DORE is a highly effective exercise programme that deals with poor concentration, coordination, literacy and social skills associated with Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, ADHD and Asperger’s Syndrome. To reserve a place ph 0508 520 000 or email info@dore.co.nz.         www.dore.co.nz
----------------------------------------------------------------------

RETURN SLIP

Students are asked to bring this slip back to show their parents and caregivers they have received and read this newsletter. They will go in a lunch voucher draw by returning this:

I have read this newsletter dated 31 October 2010.
Signed: _____________________________

Name of student: _____________________        
Rm ______         

�


Michael Towgood-Brown, Hayden Thiele, Tiliga Smith, Caleb Smith











