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Te Tiriti o Waitangi in Education — Wainuiomata Intermediate School Pānui

The intention of this pānui is to outline the current Government position regarding Te Tiriti o Waitangi in education and to clearly state Wainuiomata Intermediate School’s stance. 

Recent national policy shifts have changed how Te Tiriti o Waitangi is referenced in education legislation and curriculum settings. While these changes remove explicit requirements for school boards to “give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi,” they do not alter the foundational relationship between tangata whenua and the Crown, nor do they diminish the importance or relevance of Te Tiriti o Waitangi.

Section 127 of the Education and Training Act ensures that schools, early learning services and tertiary institutions give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi— shaping how our children learn about identity, belonging, and partnership.

Removing this section erases the Crown’s responsibility to honour Te Tiriti o Waitangi in the one place every child in Aotearoa passes through: our education system.

At Wainuiomata Intermediate, we continue to recognise the intent and articles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi, supporting shared decision-making, honouring Māori identity, and ensuring fair and equitable outcomes for all learners. 

Our commitment remains grounded in local relationships, our community-developed values, and our responsibility to uphold the mana of our tamariki, whānau, and community. This reflects our unwavering belief that identity, belonging, and cultural connectedness are central to good teaching and learning for all students.

Our school values ensure that we enact the intent of Te Tiriti o Waitangi at WIS every day:

· Whanaungatanga – Relationships, Community, Family
Building deep connections where every learner knows they belong.
· Manaakitanga – Kindness, Respect, Service
Creating an environment where all are cared for, valued, and supported.
· Rangatiratanga – Leadership, Empowerment, Contribution
Enabling our tamariki and whānau to influence and lead within our school community.
· Kaitiakitanga – Guardianship, Caring for People & Place
Protecting the wellbeing of our people, our environment, and our shared future.

Our Commitment Going Forward.
 
Our ongoing commitment to Te Tiriti will see us:
· Maintain a localised Te Tiriti o Waitangi commitment statement within our Charter and Strategic Plan.
· Remain committed to rejecting and disrupting the dominant and self-fulfilling narrative of Māori underachievement in mainstream education.
· Set clear, measurable achievement goals with regular monitoring and reporting for all students.
· Strengthen local histories, iwi narratives, and culturally relevant contexts through our localised curriculum.
· Ensure teaching practices explicitly support engagement, identity, belonging, and success.
· Continue genuine and transparent engagement with whanau and co-design key school decisions.

Our Position, Unchanged.

The legislation may have changed; however, Wainuiomata Intermediate School’s commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi and Māori success as Māori remains steadfast, values-driven, and locally guided. 

Ngā mihi nui,
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Craig Sharp
Kaihautu/Principal
Wainuiomata Intermediate School
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